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Greetings  from  the  Mission  Home 


XT  is  once  more 

■*-    the    time    of 

year     when     our 

thoughts   turn   to 

the  birth  of  Jesus 

Christ     and     the 

Divinity    of    His 

mission    here    on 

earth.    We    as    a 

family  are  happy 

to    be    in    Sunny 

South      Africa 

celebrating       this 

great    event   with 

all       of       you 

wonderful  people. 

Although    we 

have     not     been 

with      you      very 

many  months,  we 

have    learned    to 

love     each     and 

everyone  of  you. 

We  have  learned 

to   love  your  country  with  its  delightful  climate 

once  again. 

We  love  the  missionaries  with  whom  we  labour 
and  think  they  are  the  choice  young  men  of  all 
the  wonderful  souls  who  are  called  each  year  to 
serve  as  missionaries,  all  over  the  earth.  We  enjoy 
our  work  as  missionaries  in  this  sunny,  flower 
strewn  land  of  many  contrasts. 

At  this  Christmas  time  we  feel  a  great  gratitude 
in  our  hearts  for  the  many  things  we  have  been 
blessed  with.  Our  desire  is  that  each  one  of  you 
will  be  blessed  with  a  desire  to  live  closer  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  each  day.  That  we  may  all  strive 
more  diligently  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

To  be  kind  to  each  other. 

To   love   one   another. 

To  be  blessed  with  faith  in  the  message  brought 
by  the  birth  of  the  Saviour. 

President  O.  Layton  Alldredge 
Sister         Hilda  Alldredge 

Rex  Alldredge 

Dianne  Alldredge 

Layton  Alldredge 

Carole  Alldredge 

and  the  office  staff. 


"Glory  to  God 
in  the  Highest, 
and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will 
toward  men." 
(Luke 
Chapter  2:14) 
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THE 

SPIRIT   OF 


fT^HERE  can  be  no  doubt  about  it — the  Christmas  spirit  does  penetrate 
the   hard  shell   of  every   day   life,   and   makes  each   person   feel 
better  toward  his  fellowmen. 

That  feeling  may  be  very  temporary,  as  it  is  in  most  cases,  but 
nevertheless  it  is  there.  "Good  will  toward  men."  It  is  in  the  air,  it 
is  in  the  heart.  With  each  chime  heard  from  the  ringing  bells,  with 
each  carol  that  is  sung,  with  each  purchase  that  is  made,  it  is  there — 
"Good  will  toward  men." 

No  one  can  deny  it,  the  spirit  of  the  Christ  child  comes  to  nearly 
all  who  believe  in  Him,  His  message  is  remembered,  even  if  but  briefly, 
and  for  the  time  being  there  is  a  warmth  about  the  heart  and  a  genuine 
desire  to  wish  others  well  as  we  say  our  "Merry  Christmas." 

When  some  claim  that  the  spirit  of  Christ  is  hardly  to  be  found 
in  the  world,  they  forget  the  miracle  of  each  Christmas  season,  for  at 
this  time  of  year,  nearly  everyone  feels  a  certain  uplift,  an  uncommon 
generosity  which  we  do  not  experience  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

It  is  a  miracle  in  the  eyes  of  all  who  are  willing  to  see.  The  Spirit 
of  Christmas  is  real,  it  does  endure  year  after  year,  it  never  ceases  to 
rise  to  the  surface  although  submerged  between  seasons.  It  never  fails 
to  bring  a  certain  exultation  to  the  human  heart. 

Somehow  the  Lord  permits  His  spirit  to  reach  the  hearts  of  men 
a  little  more  at  Christmas  time.  Somehow,  He  gives  a  testimony  in  a 
manner  which  never  can  be  forgotten  that  in  all  reality  the  spirit  of 
Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  goodwill. 

When  Dicken  wrote  his  "Christmas  Carol"  he  pointed  out  the 
important  fact,  that  there  are  many  Scrooges  in  the  world  today.  And 
there  are  many  who  suffer  because  of  them.  But  at  Christmas  time, 
most  hearts  are  softened ;  there  is  a  more  kindly  attitude. 

Isn't  it  all  a  testimony  to  the  message  of  the  angel?  Of  course  the 
spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  goodwill.  Of  course  all  feel  it,  even 
though  they  may  be  in  meagre  circumstances.  It  is  there.  If  we  could 
but  translate  that  individual  good  feeling  to  world-wide  accord,  how 
wonderful  would  Christmas  be!   It  is  true  that  many  nations  of  the 
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earth  do  not  consider  the  lowly  Nazarene  as  the  divine  Son  of  God, 
which  He  is.  But  if  only  the  so-called  Christian  nations  could  unite 
under  the  banner  of  good  will,  it  would  be  a  great  accomplishment. 
And  how  they  need  it!  Have  there  been  greater  or  more  terrible  wars 
than  those  fought  by  Christian  nations  against  each  other?  Christendom 
need  not  blame  the  heathen  for  their  worst  wars. 

If  Christian  peoples  would  but  adapt  to  their  daily  practices  the 
religion  which  they  claim  as  their  own,  there  could  be  goodwill  in  the 
earth  on  a  world  wide  scale,  and  there  need  be  no  more  war.  If  wars 
between  Christian  nations  were  to  be  eliminated,  we  would  make  a 
great  step  forward  in  the  cause  of  world  peace. 

Probably  the  effectiveness  of  Christianity  in  the  last  analysis  comes 
back  to  the  degree  to  which  Christ  is  a  reality  to  these  Christian  nations. 
There  is  much  confusion  among  them  on  this  point.  Some  Christians 
are  willing  enough  to  accept  the  Saviour  as  the  Redeemer,  the  Creator, 
the  Son  of  God.  But  there  are  many  who  do  not.  Even  among  the 
preachers  there  is  a  wide  difference.  Some  are  not  willing  to  admit  He 
is  divine,  some  do  not  believe  he  is  more  than  a  great  teacher.  Some 
do  not  admit  that  there  was  anything  miraculous  about  His  birth,  and 
deny  the  Redeemership  of  the  Redeemer! 

Because  of  the  confusion,  Christ  is  not  yet  a  genuine  reality  to 
many  people.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  mankind  lacks  a  clear  picture 
of  the  Christ,  of  His  teachings,  and  of  His  power  to  give  to  each  one 
a  re-birth  which  would  remove  from  their  souls  bitterness  and  hate,  and 
replace  them  with  love  and  a  spirit  of  brotherhood. 

As  Latter-day  Saints  who  understand  the 
position  of  the  Christ,  let  us  set  the  example  of 
goodwill  in  the  world.  Let  us  be  brethren  among 
ourselves,  and  then  help  all  others  to  know  the 
real  meaning  of  the  angels  message  on  that  first 
Christmas  Day. 
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9(10  attend  the  Conference  held  in  London! 

The  London  District  Conference  presided  <>\er 
by  Mission  President  Woodbury  saw  a  remarkable 
thing  occur  this  year  when  the  largest  attendance 
ever  recorded  at  such  a  meeting  was  counted.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  2.380  members  of  the 
Church  in  the  London  District.  President  Wood- 
bury told  the  vast  assembly  that  the  attendance 
of  900  was  very  remarkable  because  it  is  less  than 
two  years  that  many  people  have  been  baptised 
into  the  Church.  The  5th  Quorum  of  Elders  which 
make  up  the  London  District  has  a  total  of  164 
Elders  with  95  per  cent,  of  them  active! 

In,  the  next  few  weeks  the  new  Hyde  Park 
Chapel  will  be  completed  and  in  permanent  use. 
According  to  figures  released  it  will  have  the 
largest  organ  in  Europe  and  it  is  a  landmark  for 
the  Church  in  the  central  London  area.  The 
stained-glass  window  in  the  tower  of  the  Chapel 
is  over  40  feet  high  with  a  gold  spire  extending 
another  36  feet  above,  giving  the  whole  building 
a  total  height  of  87  feet. 

BAPTISMS  DOUBLE! 

According  to  the  General  Authorities  baptisms 
this  year  have  doubled  and.  according  to  President 
Moyle  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  there  will 
be  100.000  baptisms  per  year.  These  baptisms  are 
from  the  full  time  missions  of  the  Church  so  the 
part-time  missions  will  be  able  to  report  still  more 
baptisms  in  the  great  plan  rolling  forth  on  the 
earth. 

Dramatic  Construction  Plan  Under  Way! 

A  550  foot.  38  storey  office  building  is  going 
up  in  Salt  Lake  City  with  the  work  to  start  some- 
time next  year.  The  office  building  will  have 
underground  parking  for  2.000  cars.  A  plaza  with 
a  fountain  wiil  reflect  the  beautiful  Salt  Lake 
Temple  and  be  a  beauty  spot  for  the  new  admini- 
stration building.  The  Information  Centre  on 
Temple  Square  will  be  erected  north  of  the  present 
tabernacle  and  add  prestige  to  the  Temple  Square 
and  surrounding  buildings.  A  new  Archives 
Building  is  going  up  to  complement  the  admini- 
stration building.  It  will  be  11  stories  and  be  ultra- 
modern in  design  as  well. 

A  Division  of  the  Southern  States  Mission 

The  new  Florida  Mission  was  announced  by  the 
First  Presidency  a  short  time  ago.  And  the 
announcement  that  Karl  R.  Lyman  will  be  its 
president  was  made.  This  will  make  another 
mission  in  the  Church  and  raise  the  total  missions 
in.  the  Church.  In  the  past  few  months  there  have 
been  several  new  missions  organized  and  many 
more  are  planned. 

4  Stakes  tn  be  formed  in  New  Zealand  and 
Australia 

Spencer  W.  Kimball  was  given  the  assignment 
to  organize  the  stakes'.  And  he  left  during  October 
for  a  tour  of  the  areas  where  new  stakes  are  being 
planned.  Two  of  the  stakes  will  be  in  Australia 
and  two  in  New  Zealand. 
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\  N  ideal  as  a  gospel  standard 
■"•  means  "a  way  to  perfection", 
something  that  inspires  and  directs 
something  great  and  splendid  for  us 
to  aim  at.  From  the  Latter-day 
Saint  viewpoint  of  eternal  progress 
an  ideal  is  always  "the  better 
beyond  the  best".  It  is  inevitable 
that  we  should  have  ideals.  Oliver 
Holmes  writes:  "Man  is  born  to 
act,  to  act  is  to  affirm  the  worth  of 
an  end,  and  to  affirm  the  worth  of 
an  end,  is  to  create  an  ideal." 
President  David  O.  McKay  says: 
"Back  of  the  work,  back  of  the 
sorrow,  back  of  the  life  ever  glows 
the  ideal.  How  constantly  we  keep 
our  eyes  upon  it  determines  whether 
we  shall  fall  as  failure  along  life's 
highway  or  fulfill  the  divine  pur- 
pose of  our  being." 

We  were  quite  happy  when  we 
dwelt  with  our  Father  in  heaven, 
but  it  certainly  was  not  His  plan  to 
leave  His  children  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pended idleness.  The  plan  of  eter- 
nal progress  was  explained  to  us 
and  we — -through  the  medium  of 
our  free  agency — chose  to  pass 
through  this  mortal  existence  and 
thereby  prove  ourselves  worthy,  or 
unworthy,  of  ultimate  exaltation. 

Being  human,  many  of  us  would 
like  to  by-pass  the  tedious  processes 
fundamental  to  character  building 
and  self-mastery,  and  although  no- 
body wants  to  "fall  as  failures 
along  life's  highways",  many  do  and 
there  are  many  reasons.  Insincerity, 
pride,  greed,  jealousy,  and  abilities 
that  do  not  match  up  to  our  ambi 
tions.  Lack  of  will-power  is  pro- 
bably one  Of  the  greatest  factors.  I 
quote  Paul  when  he  said :  "The 
good  that  I  would,  I  do  not:  but 
the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I 
do".  Others  again,  fail  because  their 
vision  of  the  highest  is  blurred. 
Someone  once  wrote  that  the  seven 
most  deadly  sins  of  society  are :  To 
live  on  policies  without  principles, 
to  have  wealth  without  work, 
pleasure  without  conscience,  know- 
ledge without   character,   commerce 


330 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER      December,  1960 


and  industry  without  morality, 
science  without  humanity,  and 
worship  without  sacrifice. 

To  get  your  eye  on  the  best  is 
not  an  easy  matter.  An  incentive  is 
what  is  required,  and  to  this  end, 
let  us  think  on  the  great  and  good 
things,  and  by  thinking  of  them  we 
will  come  to  long  for  them,  and 
by  longing  for  them  we  will  come 
to  seek  after  them,  and  by  seeking 
after  them  they  will  become  ours, 
and  as  such  they  will  be  lasting 
rewards  of  the  spirit.  We  are  far 
away  from  the  influence  of  the 
general  authorities  of  the  church, 
but  don't  let  that  be  a  hindrance, 
there  are  numerous  church  books 
available  and  we  should  all  read 
them. 

Everyone  is  sociably  inclined,  and 
as  we  travel  along  life's  highway 
we  naturally  come  in  contact  with 
others,  and  they  will  have  an  in- 
fluence on  our  lives  for  either  good 
or  ill,  an  impression  of  their 
characters  will  be  left  on  us.  Let  us 
always  take  care  not  to  lower  our 
ideals  or  to  compromise  with  others 
to  the  detriment  of  our  own  prin- 
ciples. Do  not  be  satisfied  with 
anything  less  than  the  best.  The 
mind  who  is  dissatisfied  with  less 
than  excellence  is  the  mind  that  will 
achieve  the  prize. 

In  the  commercial  field  we  have 
a  five  pointed  formula  which  we 
use  in  conducting  a  successful  sales 
campaign,  and  this  can  be  used  with 
equal  success  in  choosing  an  ideal 
or  in  assisting  prospective  investi- 
gators to  a  better  understanding  of 
the  Gospel.  ALL  I  CAN  DO 
CLOSE!  This  is  how  it  works.  The 
A  in  ALL  is  for  attention.  I  is  for 
INTEREST.  The  C  in  CAN  is  for 
conviction.  D  in  DO  is  for  desire 
which  leads  to  a  DECISION.  And 
close   is   the  successful   result. 

Let's  look  at  a  simple  illustration; 
We  pick  up  a  church  book  and  say : 
'The  Faith  of  Our  Pioneer  Fathers." 
Our  attention  is  drawn  to  the  title 
of  the  book,  and  by  reading  the 
preface  our  interest  is  aroused,  and 
as  we  continue  to  read  we  gain  a 
conviction  that  these  are  men  of 
God.  And  the  desire  to  follow  in 
their     footsteps     leads      us      to      a 


decision  and  through  our  faith  and 
works  we  reach  a  final  realisation. 

ALL.    I.    CAN.    DO.    CLOSE. 

Ideals  are  necessary.  They  are 
the  blueprints  to  character  building, 
and  give  us  a  scale  of  values  for 
us  to  use  in  setting  our  eyes  on  the 
goal  we  want  to  reach  at  the  top 
of  the  scale.  Ideals  are  powerful. 
They  command  the  mind  and  the 
heart.  They  can  to  quote  George 
Bernard  Shaw :  "take  a  mob  of 
appetites  and  organise  them  into 
an  army  of  purpose  and  principles." 

Ideals  become  selective.  The 
person  looking  for  his  truest  self 
must  scan  the  list  carefully  and 
pick  the  one  on  which  to  stake  his 
salvation.  It  is  impossible  to  have 
a  high  and  low  ideal  at  the  same 
time.  Latter-day  Saints  put  the 
cause  of  God  first.  All  other  values, 
health,  wealth,  home,  country,  these 
are  subject  to  this  one  supreme 
ideal.  Our  ultimate  aim  of  course  is 
happiness.  The  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  said :  'Happiness  is  the  chief 
end  of  existence."  In  the  process  of 
living  one  person  will  be  in  har- 
mony with  life  and  find  a  real  joy 
in  living,  another  will  be  out  of 
tune  and  strike  discords  and  thus 
be  in  a  perpetual  state  of  sadness. 
We  get  out  of  life  just  what  we  put 
into  it,  what  we  sow. 

The  ideals  of  happiness  have, 
are,  and  will  always  be  non-static, 
because  we  have  eternal  progress, 
and  new  horizons  are  forever  un- 
folding  before   us. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  essen- 
tial conditions  of  happiness,  and 
the  first  is  a  sense  of  freedom.  This 
condition  is  not  generally  realised 
in  this  country,  and  we  should  give 
daily  thanks  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven  for  the  happy  circumstances 
under  which  we  are  allowed  to 
live.  Let  us  take  a  peep  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain.  The  President  of  one 
of  our  branches  in  Czechoslovakia 
was  summarily  arrested  one  night 
after  returning  from  a  conference 
in  his  small  branch.  His  insistent 
demands  for  a  hearing  fell  on  deaf 
ears  and  he  was  dragged  away  to 
prison.  His  wife  did  not  know 
where  he  was  for  six   months. 

Self-mastery  is  a  very  important 
condition    of    happiness,    because    it 
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BAPTISMS 
RAMAH 

LOUW,    Jacomina     Elizabeth 
MU.tPHY,     Mary     Ellen     James 
LONG,    Agatha    Cathrina 
LONG.    George    Herbert 
BLAKE,    Elsie    Hillbrecht 
COHEN,    Helen    Mary 
COHEN,    Gregory    Allan 

BULAWAYO 
GIBSON.     Sheila     Sally 

SPRINGS 
KEUNING,    Marten 
VAN   JAARSVELDT,    Tersia 
VAN    JAARSVELDT,    Yvonne 

PRETORIA 
DIEPERINK,    Memory    Eurenda 
HUTTON,    Andrea-Rose 
SIMPSON,    Beatrice   Eleanor 
DE    VRIES,    Johanna    Adriana 

KRUGERSDORP 
DU    PLESSIS.    Hermina    Magrita 
GROBLER,    Mary    Ann    Lawrie    Boyaek 
THERON.    Hendrika    Johanna 
THERON.    Antonie   Johannes 
OUT  of  BRANCH 
EATON,    Herbert    Fountain    W. 
EATON,    Muriel    J.    T. 
EATON,   Jeannette   Yvonne 
EATON,    Patricia    Joyce 
CONNER,    Michael    Terence    W. 
DAVIES.    Daphne    Elizabeth   T. 
VAN    BILJON,   Willem    Johannes 
VAN    BILJON,    Berend    Jacobus 
VAN    BILJON,    Berendina    Jacoba 
VAN   BILJON,    Willem   Johannes 
JURGENS,    Desmond    Harry 
JURGENS,    Margaret    Evelyn    Gordon 

DURBAN 
WATTLEWORTH,    Robert    Paul 

MOWBRAY 
KENNEDY,  Joan  Lorette 
BARBER.    Gloria    Doreen 


EAST    LONDON 
BOOYSEN,    Dora    Reinetta 
ORDINATIONS 
PRETORIA 
PITTENDREIGH,    Henry    Deacon 

DURBAN 
OUWERKERK,    Gerard    M. 
JAKINS,    Duane 
DOLLER.    Harlan    Burns    Grant 
CAMPBELL,    James    John 
DEATHS 
MOWBRAY 
SWART.   Richard  James   Andrew   deceased 
1.     October     1960.     Due     to     deformity     at 
birth. 

BLESSINGS 
RAMAH 
LONG,    George 
LONG.    Louise 
LONG.    Ellen    Catryn 
SWANEPOEL,    Johnnv    Daniel 
OUT  OF  BRANCH 
FROST,    Michelle    Antoinette 
DU    PLESSIS,    Owen    Phillip 
DU    PLESSIS.    Wendy    M 
MOWBRAY 
SWART.    Richard    James    Andrew 
IMB3AILO.    Enrico   Shaun 

DURBAN 
DYASON,    Jacoba    Magdalena 
DYASON,    Aletta    Catherina 

BELLVILLE 
HUTCHINSON,    Lorraine   Ann 

BULAWAYO 
REEDER,    Sean    William    L'Dean 

PORT  ELIZABETH 
CUNNINGHAM,    Mark    Havelock 

PRETORIA 
TALJAARD,    Jo    Anne    Una 
TALJAARD,    John    Terence 
KRUGERSDORP 
PALMER.    Dalene 
SPRIESTERSBACH,    Marc 


IDEAL  OF  HAPPINESS 

brings  a  confidence  in  oneself  which 
is  absolutely  essential  for  our  very 
existence  in  a  ruthless  world  where 
the  weak  who  yields  to  every  desire, 
every  appetite,  is  certainly  not 
happy. 

"Let  your  needs  rule  you.  pamper 
them — you  will  see  them  multiply 
like  insects  in  the  sun.  The  more 
you  give  them,  the  more  they 
demand.  He  is  senseless  who  seeks 
for  material  prosperity  alone."  God 
said :  "He  that  committeth  adultery 
shall  be  cast  out."  The  opposite  is : 
Keep  your  self  pure  and  unspotted 
from  the  world." 

A  third  condition  is  work.  In 
spite  of  our  groaning  and  moaning 
that  we  have  too  much  work  to  do, 
can  you  seriously  envisage  a  state 
of  complete  idleness?  No.  because 
there  is  compensation  and  happi- 
ness   in    a    job    well   done.    Do   not 
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split  hairs  over  every  simple  duty, 
rather  be  thankful  that  you  have 
the  mental  and  physical  ability  to 
be  participants  in  the  furtherance 
of  the  Lord's  work. 

Lastly,  an  appreciation  of  our 
surroundings.  Do  we  appreciate 
the  glories  of  God  which  surround 
us  on  all  sides,  or  do  we,  more 
often  than  not,  just  pass  them  by 
without  noticing?  Let  us  give  heed 
to  these  things,  they  are  the  life 
blood   of  our  spiritual  growth. 

Let  us  strive  after  and  make  use 
of  the  things  which  will  bring  com- 
plete happiness.  FREE  AGENCY. 
SENSE  OF  SELF-MASTERY. 
PRIVILEGE  OF  WORKING. 
APPRECIATION  OF  GOD'S 
GOODNESS  IN  NATURE.  We 
can  find  them  all  by  following  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.         (Continued  on  page  343) 
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GOLDEN 
GIVING 


l^HEN  gifts  come  on  the  wings  of  silence  it  is  the  sweetest  of  mysteries. 
™  ™     When  unseen  hands  provide,  then  steal  away  without  a  word  it  is 
unspoken  love  between  two  souls  expressed  in  the  most  beautiful  terms. 
A  cloud  of  joy  descends  on  him  who  gives — silently. 

During  a  long  trek  across  the  prairies  of  America  a  group  of  handcart 
pioneers  struggled  against  the  wind  that  drove  against  their  faces  from  the 
cold  grey  mountains  of  the  Rockies.  As  the  days  wore  into  weeks  the  party 
was  caught  in  huge  drifts  of  snow  and  food  was  rationed  to  feed  the 
people.  One  night  a  father  slipped  away  to  his  rest  beneath  a  wagon. 
But  tied  neatly  in  a  small  cloth  was  the  food  he  had  saved  from  his  own 
meagre    portion   of   food  for  his   family.   A   silent  gift. 

Lafayette,  the  French  nobleman,  who  cast  his  sword  with  the 
struggling  colonies  of  America  in  their  war  for  independence,  was  buried 
in  a  box  of  American  soil  that  he  had  brought  to  France  with  him  when 
he  left  her  shores.  A  silent  tribute  to  America. 

There  is  a  soldier  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  beneath  a  large  black 
slab  of  Belgian  Marble  that  has  this  inscription  on  it:  "Beneath  this  stone 
rests  the  body  of  a  British  warrior,  unknown  by  name  or  rank,  brought 
from  France  to  lie  among  the  most  illustrious  in  the  land  .  .  ."  He  gave 
his  life  for  his  country  and  freedom — silently. 

One  night  a  negro  carrying  two  heavy  suit  cases  climbed  the  stone 
steps  of  a  subway  exit  in  New  York  bent  under  the  load  of  his  burden. 
A  young  man  fell  in  step  beside  him  and.  taking  one  of  the  grips,  carried 
it  to  the  negro's  lodgings  for  him.  And  with  hardly  a  word  disappeared 
into  the  night.  It  wasn't  until  years  later  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  recalled  the  incident  and  found  out  who  the 
young  coloured  man  was :  It  was  George  Washington  Carver  the  famous 
negro  educator  of  the  United  States. 

President  Heber  J.  Grant  was  famous  for  his  giving  and  on  one 
occasion  he  paid  the  mortgage  on  a  widow's  home  out  of  his  own  pocket 
to  keep  his  bank  from  foreclosing  on  her.  And  he  did  it  without  telling 
her  who  it  was.  Throughout  his  life  President  Grant  was  a  silent  giver  to 
the  needy  and  downtrodden.  Many  lives  have  been  made  brighter  by  his 
quiet  gifts. 

Our  unknown  deeds  if  noble  are  the  greatest  of  our  lives  and  they 
will  be  written  with  the  boldest  pen  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Giving  secretly 
is  the  same  admonition  that  the  Saviour  gave  the  people  in  his  day  when 
he  told  them : 

"Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before  men  .  .  .  do  not 

sound  a  trumpet  before  thee,  as  the  hypocrites  do  in  the  streets,  .  .  . 

but  when  thou  doest  alms,  let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right 

hand  doeth    .   .   .   that   thy   alms  may    be   in  secret:   and   thy   Father 

which  seeth  in  secret  himself  shall  reward  thee  openly.' 

(MATTHEW  6:1-4) 

Why  not  try  silent  giving.  It  carries  a  golden  reward  and  the  Spirit 
of  Christmas.  FTT. 
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Meet  the  Margate  Branch 


Bro.  Pelser,  Branch 
President;  Sis.  Pelser, 
Branch  Clerk;  Sis. 
Grantham,  CSM.  re- 
porter; Bro.  Gran- 
tham,   1st    counsellor. 


Group    in    attendance 

at  the  opening  of  the 

Margate   Branch 

6/11/60. 


r^ION  is  on  the  march,  and  the  Church  in  South  Africa  is  growing! 
^*  Everywhere  in  the  past  few  months  a  great  growth  and  expansion  of 
the  Church  has  been  in  evidence.  And  now  new  branches  are  starting  to 
spring  up  about  the  mission.  The  first  one  in  recent  months  is  the  Margate 
Branch  near  Durban. 

Just  before  the  organization  of  the  branch  a  heavy  rain  started  to 
fall  and  continued  for  several  days,  but  while  the  rain  soaked  the  ground 
it  failed  to  dampen  the  spirits  of  the  Saints  and  when  President  Jakins 
arrived  with  his  counsellors  to  open  the  branch  28  were  in  attendance! 
The  members  of  the  branch  are  very  keen  to  plunge  into  the  work  and 
to  do  their  part  of  building   up  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Since  there  are  several  families  nearby  who  have  not  been  contacted 
yet  there  should  be  a  large  congregation  in  a  short  time  and  all  of  the 
auxiliaries  can  be  organized.  Everyone  is  optimistic  and  pleased  with  the 
organization  of  the  branch  thus  far,  and  they  look  forward  to  an  active 
and  strong  branch  in  the  near  future.  Above  are  some  of  the  new  members 
and  the  Branch  Presidency  as  they  are  now  functioning.  Good  luck 
Margate!  And  we  hope  to  hear  great  things  from  you  via  the  Branch 
News  each  month. 
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A    LIVING   TEMPLE 


Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple 
of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  dwelleth  in  you? 

If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of 
God,  him  shall  God  destroy;  for 
the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which 
temple  ye  are. 


"lVTOW  let  us  consider 
-*-^  how  many  kings 
and  millionaires  have 
built  costly  and  gor- 
geous places  and 
adorned  them  with 
rare  and  marvellous 
works  of  art,  treasures, 
precious  jewels  and 
ornaments  beyond  dis- 
cription,  yet  not  one 
of  them  has  ever 
approached  or  can  ever 
hope  to  approach  in 
beauty  and  grace  of 
form,  the  wonderful  skill  of  work- 
manship, of  that  neglected  dwelling 
we  call  the  body.  In  it  we  see  the 
highest  product  of  the  Creative 
Artist  who  framed  the  world's, 

On  the  time  stained  wall  of  an 
ancient  church  in  Rome  hangs  a 
canvas  painted  by  an  artist  long 
since  dead,  whose  bones  moldered 
to  dust  centuries  ago.  Here  every 
year  thousands  of  men  and  women 
from  all  corners  of  the  globe,  make 
a  pilgrimage  to  this  shrine  of  art. 
And  as  the  monk  draws  aside  the 
rich  covering  which  protects  this 
painting,  the  viewers  reverently 
speak  the  artist  name  and  say : 
"That  was  his  masterpiece." 

That  artist  was  but  a  man,  and 
his  work,  though  beautiful,  is  but 
the  shadow  of  a  human  form.  Man 
the  paragon  of  creation  is  the 
Creators  Masterpiece;  the  crowning; 
work  of  the  Divine  Artist.  Now 
consider  a  prized  possession,  a  gold 
watch,  perhaps  bequeathed  to  you 
by  a  loving  relative.  Its  carved  and 
polished  case  is  a  beautiful  object 
to  look  upon  but  it  is  only  when 
the  case  is  opened,  exposing  to  view 
the  delicate  and  intricate  wheels 
and  levers  by  which  the  hours  and 


minutes  are  so  ac- 
curately measured,  that 
we  begin  to  appreciate 
the  wonderful  ingenuity 
and  skill  contained  in 
this  wonder  mechanical 
device. 

Who  among  you 
would  throw  sand  into 
its  works,  just  to  enable 
you  to  see  the  wheels 
grind  to  a  halt?  I  doubt 
that  anyone  of  you 
would  do  it. 
Close  your  eyes  for  just  a  moment 
and  conjure  up  a  mental  picture  of 
the  beautiful  Taj  Mahal,  'the  white 
marble  mausoleum',  built  in  Agra 
by  Shah  Jehan  in  memory  of  his 
favourite  wife.  Over  20,000  men 
were  occupied  for  over  twenty  years 
in  its  erection.  It  is  still  classed  as 
one  of  the  modern  wonders  of  the 
world.  Would  you  ever  think  of 
defiling  it  by  dabbing  its  marble 
pilasters  and  walks  with  pitch  or 
paint?  I  can  hear  you  exclaim: 
"Oh,  no !  That  would  be  a  sacri- 
lege ! "  Too  true,  yet  why  then  do 
we,  the  Masters  greatest  creation, 
His  masterpiece  of  living  art,  so 
willingly  and  wantonly  defile  some- 
thing so  infinitely  precious,  so  far 
more  beautiful  which  was  con- 
structed  by  that  Divine  hand? 

Do  our  bodies  mean  so  little  to 
us?  We  revere  an  ancient  artist,  we 
treasure  a  gold  watch,  we  gaze 
stunned  with  awe  and  admiration  at 
a  beautiful  mausoleum,  yet  we 
neglect  to  obey  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  and  keep  the  temple  of  our 
spirits  clean  and  fit  for  God's  own 
Spirit  to  enter  into  and  abide  there 
with  us.  For  of  a  truth  the  Lord 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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The  Sin  that 
Easily  Entangles 


"V^THEN  a  person  is  far  removed 
*  *  in  time  from  past  events,  he 
tends  to  look  at  them  as  more  story 
than  fact.  Because  h©  personally  did 
not  experience  them  he  has  a  certain 
detached  feeling  about  them.  They 
appear  remote  and  unreal. 

The  nation,  of  Israel,  for  whom 
God  performed  breathtaking  mira- 
cles developed  this  attitude  toward 
what  he  did  for  them.  For  example, 
some  of  the  generations  that  came 
along  after  the  waters  of  the  Red 
Sea  had  parted,  were  not  greatly 
impressed  by  the  historical  record 
of  it.  They  experienced  lack  of  faith 
and  turned  away  from  Jehovah  God. 
The  passing  of  time  seems  to  dull 
the  human  memory  to  the  crisp 
impression  made  by  things  God  did. 
It  is  only  by  reading  and  re-reading 
the  written  record  of  them  that  you 
can  keep  them  fresh,  vivid  and 
meaningful  in  your  mind. 

Do  not  let  them  fade  into  the 
misty  region  of  stories,  but  keep 
them  in  the  clear  realm  of  fact.  The 
Biblical  record  contains  the  testi- 
monies of  a  cloud  of  witnesses, 
assuring  future  generations  of  its 
truthfulness.  Regarding  this  the 
apostle  Paul  said:  "So  then,  because 
we  have  so  great  a  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses surrounding  us  let  us  also  put 
off  every  weight  and  the  sin  which 
doth  easily  beset  us.  (Heb.  12:1)  The 
'easily  entangling'  is  lack  of  faith. 
It  gets  its  foothold  when  you  begin 
to  entertain  doubts  about  the 
Creator     and     His     written     word. 


Because  the  world  is  ruled  by 
wicked  invisible  forces  that  exercise 
a  powerful  influence  upon  human 
thinking,  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
faith  without  continual  effort  to 
strengthen  it.  Those  forces  use  ever 
imaginable  means  to  destroy  faith 
in  God  and  His  word.  The  inspired 
utterances  tell  us  definitely  that  in 
later  periods  of  time  some  will  fall 
away  from  the  faith,  paying  atten- 
tion to  misleading  uninspired 
utterances  and  teachings  of  demons. 
(Tim.  4:1). 

No  one  should  presume  to  doubt 
or  imagine  for  a  moment  that  he  is 
immune  to  the  doubts  and  dis- 
beliefs that  grip  the  science- 
worshipping  world  of  today.  He 
must  fortify  his  faith  continually, 
remembering  that  the  contradictions 
of  wordly-wise  men  do  not  alter  the 
truthful  record  of  God's  word  nor 
do  they  make  him  a  liar.  "And  let 
us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for 
in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we 
faint  not."  (Gal.  6:9) 

SISTER  E.  A.  OLIVIER 


A  LIVING  TEMPLE 

has  said :  "I  will  dwell  in  them  and 
walk  in  them  and  I  will  be  their 
God  and  they  shall  be  my  people." 
Be  ye  clean,  and  live  the  whole  law\ 
Brother  John  Moolman, 
Mowbray  Branch. 
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A  GIFT 


OF  SONG 


Far,  far  away  on  Judea's  plains, 
Shepherds  of  old  heard  the  joyous 

strains: 
Sweet   are    these   strains   redeeming 

love, 
Message     of     mercy     from     heav'n 

above: 
Lord,  with  the  angels  we  too  would 

rejoice, 
Help  us  to  sing  with  the  heart  and 

voice: 
Hasten  the  time  when,  from  ev'ry 

clime, 
Men     shall     unite     in     the    strains 

sublime, 
CHORUS: 

Glory  to  God,  Glory  to  God, 
Glory  to  God  in  the  highest; 
Peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to  men, 
Peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to  men! 

\  YOUNG  Scot  emigrant  by  the 
■*-*■  name  of  John  Menzies  Mac- 
farlane  gave  to  the  Church  and  the 
world  the  song:  "Far,  Far  Away  on 
Judea's  Plains!"  Brother  Macfarlane 
was  the  son  of  a  Duke's  coachman, 
who  on  one  occasion  drove  the 
coach  of  the  Queen  when  she  visited 
Scotland.  John's  father  died  when  he 
was  quite  young  and  together  with 
his  family  young  John  went  to 
Cedar  City,  Utah.  This  was  about 
1851.  It  wasn't  long,  and  love  struck 
the  youthful  man  and  he  married 
Ann  Chatterley;  it  was  a  happy 
union  and  they  reared  a  faithful 
family. 

Being  musicaly  inclined  John 
Macfarlane  soon  organized  a  choir 
and  took  it  to  St.  George  to  cheer 
up  the  Saints  who  had  gone  to 
homestead  there.  After  the  concert 
Erastus  Snow  said  to  him:  "We 
need  a  choir  in  St.  George.  You  go 
home,  sell  out,  and  come  down  here 
to  live."  Being  a  man  of  faith  and 
action   he  followed  Brother  Snow's 


instructions  to  the  letter.  When  he 
arrived  in  Southern  Utah  with  his 
wife  he  settled  in  a  place  called 
"Toquerville"  and  built  the  first 
house  there. 

John  had  hardly  got  his  roots 
down  when  Bishop  Scanlan  of  the 
Catholic  Church  visited  a  nearby 
mining  camp  called  Silver  Reef  as 
part  of  his  official  duties.  He 
expressed  a  desire  to  hold  a  Mass  in 
St.  George.  But  since  there  was  no 
Catholic  Church  at  the  time  he  was 
helpless  until  the  brethern  of  the 
Church  came  forward  and  offered 
the  use  of  the  St.  George  Taber- 
nacle. Brother  Macfarlane  himself 
undertook  the  task  of  arranging  the 
music.  And  he  and  his  choir  spent 
six  weeks  learning  the  Latin  Mass 
so  they  could  sing  it  at  a  service 
for  the  Bishop. 

About  this  time  a  need  for  more 
Christmas  carols  was  felt  by  Brother 
John  and  he  sat  down  and  wrote  the 
words  and  music  to  the  carol:  "Far, 
Far  Away  on  Judeas  Plains."  This 
simple  yet  stirring  melody  of  song 
has  reached  great  popularity  far 
beyond  the  Church  and  it  stands  as 
a  musical  tribute  to  the  man  who 
gave  so  much  to  his  God,  his 
Church  and  his  country.  There  were 
few  things  that  this  hardy  pioneer 
didn't  attempt  and  succeed  in  during 
his  life,  and  among  them  are  found 
these:  District  Judge,  surveyor, 
builder  and  town  founder.  And 
before  his  death  was  able  to  play 
any  musical  instrument.  Quite  a  list 
of  accomplishments  for  a  boy  who 
started  life  as  an  emigrant  and 
"Mormon"!  Next  time  you  sing  this 
lovely  song  of  Christmas  think  of 
the  heritage  we  have  in  both  music 
and  song  given  to  us  as  a  free  gift 
from  our  forefathers  and  let  the 
music  reach  the  stars! 
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WHY  I  JOINED  THE  CHURCH 

r  HAD  never  really  given  much  thought  to  my  spiritual  welfare  during 
-■-  the  teenage  period  in  my  life  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  my  home  had 
the  normal  christian  atmosphere.  Once  I  was  married  more  serious  thoughts 
invaded  my  life.  A  gap  still  existed  as  the  church  of  which  I  was  a  member 
failed  to  enlighten  me  or  fill  the  longing  that  was  felt  for  a  deeper 
christian  experience.  Nevertheless  God  was  leading  my  life  and  I  can 
never  thank  him  enough  for  permitting  His  light  to  shine  in  my  path. 

In  April  of  1960  a  state  of  emergency  was  declared  and  I  was  called 
up  for  duty.  While  on  this  army  callup  Elders  Melville  and  Smith  were 
directed  to  our  home  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord.  My  wife  explained  that  I 
was  away  and  they  said  they  would  call  again. 

It  wasn't  long  after  that  we  started  having  regular  lessons  and  I 
realised  that  here  was  a  faith  that  meant  something  to  us.  As  the  Elders 
and  my  family  studied  together  we  became  fast  friends,  and  looked  forward 
to  each  visit. 

Today  I  am  a  very  happy  man!  First  because  I  have  found  a  peace 
in  my  heart  and  know  I  shall  be  led  from  strength  to  strength  in  the 
Church.  Then  because  my  wife  has  accepted  the  faith  and  is  one  with  me 
in  upholding  the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

God  has  led  me  to  him  and  provided  me  with  a  help-mate  to  stand 
by  my  side.  I  love  the  Church  and  this  Gospel. 

Brother  Donovan  Edwards, 
Mowbray  Branch. 


MY  TESTIMONY 

A  FTER  the  missionaries  gave  me  the  course 
-^*-  of  lessons  which  they  give  to  every 
investigator  of  the  Gospel  I  accepted  them  and 
was  baptised  into  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-Day  Saints.  It  is  not  yet  four  months 
ago  that  I  took  the  most  important  step  of  my 
life  and  I  realize  now  how  very  much  I've 
missed  in  not  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Church  sooner. 

I  believe  with  all  my  heart  in  the  teachings 
of  the  Church  and  I  am  sure  that  there  will 
be  very  few  people  who  listen  with  honest 
hearts  to  the  teachings  of  the  Church,  the  way 
the  missionaries  give  it,  who  will  not  be  able 
to  see  that  this  is  indeed  the  true  Church  of 
Christ. 
I  will  always  call  the  day  blessed  when  the  Elders  Backer  and  Tate 
came  to  visit  my  sick  wife  and  she  suggested  to  them  that  they  should 
come  and  give  me  lessons.  I  am  very  thankful  to  all  the  missionaries  who 
did  their  share  in  teaching  me  and  I  would  especially  like  to  mention 
and  thank  Elders  Taylor  and  Tate  who  carried  on  the  good  work  and 
gave  such  a  lot  of  their  valuable  time  to  teach  and  prepare  me  for  baptism. 
I  am  praying  that  the  Lord  will  always  help  me  to  continue  in  my  studies 
and  also  to  take  an  active  part  where  or  whenever  I  am  asked  to  do  so. 

I  must  say  the  best  way  to  be  active  in  the  Church  is  to  study  the 
Gospel  and  attend  as  many  services  as  possible  as  that  will  certainly 
strengthen  your  testimony  and  the  more  you  know  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Church  the  easier  it  becomes  and  the  more  pleasure  you  derive  from 
taking  part  in  the  activities  of  the  Church.        Brother  Anthony  Sequeira. 

338  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER      December,  1960 


•fe|?^^?C^C!5<l^.^!!€lC.^^^^f€^^^^^^^^^^!'^^?C^^?C^^!:- 


WAYWARD  MAN 


Days  may  come  and  days  may  go. 

But  God's  great  love  we'll  ever  know; 
The  wonders  of  His  mighty  hands. 

The  sun,  moon  and  heaven's  starry  bands, 
Eternal  in  their  orbits  run, 

While  puny  man  in  sin  finds  fun! 
And  yet,  his  eternal  destiny, 

Through   the   ages   in   simplicity, 
Unerring   as   the   rising  sun, 

Has  through  Jesus  Christ  been  won! 

To  understand  the  mighty  work! 

We  must  conform  and  never  shirk, 
Our  duty   to  our  fellowman. 

And  point  to  him  the  mighty  plan, 
But  we  have  to  start  upon  our  knees, 

Before  we  can  know  or  hold  the  keys, 
To  the  eternal  bliss  of  heaven, 

Or  the  joys  of  earth  wrought  by  the  leaven, 


Yet  wayward  man  His  work  would  thwart, 
With   dirty  hands  and  unclean  sport, 

But  if  he  would  the  straight  path  tread, 
With   spiritual  food  he   would  be  fed; 

And  thus  would  all  the  blessings  know, 
Of  heaven  on  earth,  while  here  below. 

In  these  "last  days"  the  Lord  has  spoken. 

Through   Joseph   Smith,   and  as  a  token, 
The  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  given, 

To  declare  Christ,   twice,   The  Lord  of  Heaven. 
The  Son  of  God,  our  Saviour  King! 

That  we  may  still  His  praises  sing. 
A   living  Prophet  too  He's  called 

As  in  the  scriptures  is  foretold. 

BROTHER  ALVARA  PHIPSON 
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-  Priesthood  Page 

GIVING  TO  THE  GOSPEL 

rpHIS  IS  THE  STORY  OF  A  MAN.  The  story  of  unselfish  devotion  to 
-**-  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  furtherance  of  His  work  here  upon 
earth.  The  cheerful  giver  the  Lord  spoke  of  is  found  in  the  South  Sea  Islands 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean  living  in  humble  circumstances  yet  happy  in  his  service 
to  God.  There  is  a  lesson  of  deep  meaning  to  be  learned  from  Brother 
Amu  and  his  faithful  family;  one  that  can  be  applied  in  all  our  lives. 

"A  few  years  ago  in  Samoa  the  Church  was  without  property,  and  we 
couldn't  find  a  place  to  build  a  mission  home.  Then  a  part  Chinese,  and 
part  Samoan,  by  the  name  of  Oliver  Amu  said;  "I'll  give  you  my  property. 
It's  worth  £25,000.  The  government  would  be  glad  to  pay  me.  It's  one 
of  the  only  freehold  pieces  of  property  there  is  around  here.  But  this  is  the 
work  of  the  Lord  take  my  property."  The  Church  offered  to  pay  and  he 
would  not  take  it." 

"...  Oliver  Amu  was  called  as  a  labour  missionary  to  come  to  our 
project,  (building  chapels  and  other  Church  buildings)  and  he  brought  with 
him  his  six  sons  and  his  wife  and  one  little  daughter.  The  daughter  is  the 
result  of  a  blessing  that  Matthew  Cowley  gave  them.  Oliver  Amu  and 
sister  Amu  went  to  Brother  Cowley  and  said,  "We  have  six  sons," 
(Matthew  Cowley  Man  of  Faith)  and  we  have  no  daughters.  Would  you 
bless  my  wife  that  we  could  have  a  daughter?"  Brother  Cowley  laid  his 
hands  on  her  head  and  blessed  her.  And  this  is  the  only  daughter. 

Six  sons.  Brother  Amu  is  a  mechanic.  He  worked  and  lived  under 
conditions  which  are  not  easy  to  describe.  Just  in  a  sort  of  tent;  not  even 
a  tent;  more  or  less  palm  leaves  over  him  to  start  with,  and  his  little  family. 
Every  boy  served  not  fewer  than  four  years  each  as  a  labour  missionary, 
and  all  of  them  at  once.  Then  he  started  to  take  time  out,  and  he  sent  one, 
after  finishing  these  years,  over  to  the  other  islands  as  a  proselyting 
missionary. 

Six  sons.  All  of  his  property  given  to  the  Church.  And  he  is  still 
there,  and  still  serving,  for  just  the  food  that  he  eats,  and  you  couldn't 
chase  him  off  this  project." 

The  "cheerful  giver"  is  exemplified  in  this  dear  brother.  He  gave  his 
all  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  the  earth.  In  this  season  of  the  year  we 
naturaly  turn  our  thoughts  to  giving  and  receiving  gifts.  Yet  what  greater 
gift  could  Brother  Amu  have  given  his  Father  in  Heaven?  He  gave  his  all. 
When  we  are  brought  before  the  judgement  bar  of  God  and  receive  our 
rewards  for  our  deeds  here  in  the  flesh,  will  we  be  as  happy  as  Brother 
Amu  and  his  family  to  see  the  Saviour  of  the  world?  If  not  we  should  be 
about  our  Father's  business. 
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f|^HE  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Mission  should  be  using  the  same  music 
-*-  each  month  so  that  the  hymn  practice  and  singing  can  be  uniform. 
To  help  achieve  this  the  Cumorah  Southern  Messenger  will  feature  each 
month  the  song  practices  for  the  coming  months  here  on  the  Sunday  School 
Page.  (Please  note  that  we  are  3  months  behind  the  Instructor  due  to 
slow  mails  etc.) 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MUSIC  (Hymn   Practice) 
December   1960 

"Lead  Me  to  Life  Eternal"  Senior  Sunday  School  page   141. 
"I'll  Serve  the  Lord  While  I  am   Young"  Junior  Sunday  School 
page    45. 
January    1961 

"With  all  the  Power  of  Heart  and  Tongue"  Senior  Sunday  School 

page  216. 
'"'The  Golden   Plates"   Junior  Sunday  School  page  68. 
February  1961 

"Come   Ye  Thankful  People"   Senior  Sunday   School    page   29. 
"As  Children  of  Zion"  Junior  Sunday  School  page  72. 
The    following    are   notes    for   the   choristers.   They   contain    hints   on 
how  to  help  the  congregation  to  get  in  a  spiritual  mood  as  you  practice 
the  hymns  each  Sunday.   Since  these  come  from  the  First  Presidency  of 
the  Church  we  should  do  our  best  to  follow  them. 

(1)  Choristers,  please  note  that  very  important  in- 
formation is  contained  in  the  Instructor  on  each  indi- 
vidual hymn.  The  chorister  should  familiarize  himself 
or  herself  thoroughly  with  the  presentation  and  outline 
given  there  so  as  to  help  the  audience  obtain  the  greatest 
benefit  from  the  song-practice. 

(2)  The  Chorister  should  talk  very  little  to  the 
congregation;  the  more  he  draws  attention  to  himself 
the  more  he  distracts  the  singers'  attention  from  the 
thoughts  of  the  hymn. 

(3)  More  attention  should  be  given  to  the  message 
rather  than  the  tune. 

(4)  Try  to  transform  the  music  practice  somewhat 
into  a  spiritual  exercise  wherein  we  learn  to  worship 
through  singing. 

(5)  Avoid  the  discussion  of  musical  technicalities 
which    detract    from   worshipful    singing. 

(6)  Avoid  stopping  the  flow  of  music  in  the  middle 
of  phrases  to  make  corrections. 

(7)  The  chorister  may  introduce  the  hymn  practice 
by  some  brief  general  comment  on  the  hymn  about  to  be  sung.  Examples 
of  this  are  found  in  the  Instructor  on  the  music  page.  Please,  always 
stress  the  message  of  the  hymn  so  it  will  be  sung  with  meaning  and 
devotion. 

The  above  suggestions  are  ones  we  often  need  to  work  on  and  we 
should  try  to  apply  them  in  our  services  and  actions  so  that  hymn 
practice  can  become  something  that  is  looked  forward  to  and  not  dreaded. 

FTT. 
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r  IKE  most  religious  organiza- 
■*-**  tions,  the  Primary  in  the  South 
African  Mission  had  a  most  humble 
beginning  and  came  about  only 
through  concentrated  prayer  and 
implicit  faith  in  guidance  from  on 
High. 

I  have  always  felt  very  humble 
that  the  Lord  should  have  directed 
President  Don  Mack  Dalton  to  send 
Elder  Smith  and  Elder  Evan  P. 
Wright  to  interview  me,  a  non- 
member  of  the  Church  to  start 
Primary  work.  I  knew  that  the 
Church  was  true  but  I  needed  my 
husband's  consent  to  be  baptised. 

I  told  the  missionaries  that  I  first 
had  to  pray  about  the  matter  because 
I  was  not  sure  how  my  husband 
would  feel  about  it.  I  realized  that 
the  Lord  knew  his  business  and 
would  prepare  the  way,  but  it  rested 
upon  my  faith  and  confidence  in 
Him. 

I  knew  nothing  about  Primary 
and  I  had  no  text  book  nor  even  a 
"Childrens  Friend"  from  which  I 
could  glean  some  information.  When 
I  asked  the  missionaries  how  I  was 
to  conduct  the  Primary,  they  told 
me  to  just,  "go  ahead."  So  of  course 
I  resorted  to  prayer  and  then  on 
bended  knee  I  received  all  the 
information  I  knew  I  would  need.  I 
also  received  courage  to  tell  the 
Elders  when  I  would  be  ready  to 
start. 

I  drew  up  a  monthly  programme 
which  included;  Bible  Study,  Church 


The  Birth  and 

Growth  of  the 

South  African 

Primaries 

History,  Simple  Dramatics  and 
Handicrafts.  The  Primary  group 
was  to  be  called  the  'Busy  Bees'  and 
their  motto  was  'Service  is  Sweet." 

On  the  18th  of  August  1932,  7 
children  turned  up  to  the  first 
meeting  or  rather  social  gathering 
and  the  purpose  of  the  organization, 
was  explained  to  the  children.  By 
the  following  Thursday  the  number 
had  doubled. 

For  six  years  (1932-38)  "The  Busy 
Bees"  now  numbering  50  met  in  my 
home  in  Woodstock.  When  we 
moved  to  Mowbray  some  of  the 
Children  joined  the  Mowbray 
Branch  Primary  which  had  been 
started  in  1936. 

During  1934-35  I  conducted  an 
Institutional  Primary  in  the 
tenement  flats  in  Wale  Street,  Cape 
Town.  During  the  depression  the 
City  Council  had  given  this  build- 
ing to  house  some  of  the  poorer 
families  and  as  there  was  one 
Latter-Day  Saint  family  with 
children  living  there  I  asked  the 
Superintendent  for  permission  to 
teach  the  children  the  Gospel. 
Permission  was  granted,  and  when  I 
arrived  there  the  following  Wednes- 
day, he  had  put  at  my  disposal  a 
large  hall  provided  with  a  table  and 
seating  accommodation  for  the  32 
children   he   had   gathered   together. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with 
us  in  rich  abundance.  The  Superin- 
tendent, parents  and  children 
welcomed  this  weekday  meeting;  I 
never  had  any  discipline  problems 
either!  The  children  were  thrilled 
with  the  lessons,  the  simple 
dramatics,  games  and  occasional 
parties.  Later  these  families  were 
housed  in  other  places  and  the 
building  was  torn  down,  but  I  was 
grateful  for  the  joy  of  the  Gospel 
that  I  shared  with  these  little 
children. 
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For  about  six  month  I  held  a 
home  Primary  for  six  Latter-Day 
Saint  Children  in  Devils  Peak  Estate 
until  they  moved  to  Parow  in  1935. 

As  Latter-Day  Saints  we  believe  in 
revelation.  And  there  are  revelations 
other  than  the  open,  vision  and  the 
spoken  word.  There  are  revelations 
that  come  to  the  mind;  this  type  of 
revelation  I  know  a  lot  about  from 
personal  experience. 

On  a  Friday  morning,  the  26th 
of  January,  1934,  I  woke  up  and 
was  sure  I  heard  someone  saying: 
"1  have  a  greater  work  for  thee  to 
do."  I  was  sure  I  was  not  dreaming, 
so  I  knelt  down  by  my  bed  and 
rededicated  myself  to  the  service  of 
the  Lord,  in  whatever  capacity  He 
had  need  of  me. 

That  Sunday  evening  as  I  arrived 
at  the  Mowbray  Chapel,  President 
Dalton  met  me  at  the  door  and  told 
me  he  wished  to  speak  to  me  after 
the  meeting.  Later  when  I  was  in  his 
otlice  and  as  he  was  about  to  speak 
to  me  these  words  came  to  my  mind: 
"Whatever  the  Mission  President 
asks  you  to  do  that  is  the  work." 

President  Dalton  informed  me 
that  he  had  decided  to  start  a 
Mission  General  Board  and  that  he 
wished  me  to  be  assistant  Primary 
Supervisor  to  Brother  T.Y.  Wilson 
who  was  also  Sunday  School  Super- 
visor. We  were  to  meet  every 
Monday  evening  from  then  on. 

1  was  baptised  on  the  26th  of 
March  and  the  following  Monday 
night  I  was  set  apart  as  Mission 
Primary  Supervisor.  In  May  1934 
President  and  Sister  Dalton  kindly 
invited  me  to  accompany  them  to 
Johannesburg  for  the  Convention  of 
the  Transvaal  District. 

By  June  of  that  same  year 
Primaries  were  functioning  in  all  the 
bigger  centres  of  the  mission.  My 
heart  overflows  with  gratitude  to  all 
our  wonderful  Mission  Presidents 
and  their  wives  and  all  the  devoted 


Primary  workers  who  have  been  a 
constant  inspiration  to  me  through 
these  28  years  we  have  laboured 
together.  They  are  those  who  should 
receive  the  laurels;  words  fail  to 
express  my  sincere  and  deep  admira- 
tion and  appreciation  for  what  they 
have  each  in  turn  accomplished. 

At  the  Primary  Session  during  the 
M.I. A.  and  Leadership  Convention 
held  in  Johannesburg  last  Easter, 
there  were  representatives  from  all 
the  Branches  in  the  mission,  afar 
afield  as  Luanshya,  Northern 
Rhodesia  and  Gwelo,  Southern 
Rhodesia. 

We  have  17  Primaries  in  the 
Mission  and  435  children  of  Primary 
age  (4-11  years)  of  these  only  213 
are  enrolled.  "Let  not  one  soul  be 
lost"  should  be  our  motto  for  the 
future.  Fifty  Sisters  are  unselfishly 
engaged  in  teaching  Primary  work 
as  it  has  been  outlined  by  the 
Primary  General  Board.  Our 
teachers  need  the  full  support  of  the 
parents  of  the  241  families  with 
children  of  Primary  age.  I  would 
again,  urge  the  parents  to  see  that 
their  children  have  the  "Childrens 
Friend"  in  their  homes.  Encourage 
them  in  the  habit  of  reading  the 
Church  literature  which  will  help 
them  in  their  character  building. 

The  most  worthwhile  work  in  the 
world  is  to  touch  the  lives  of  our 
children  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  before  sin  has  made 
encroachments  upon  their  souls.  Let 
us  touch  them  with  our  examples  of 
faith  and  our  spirituality.  For  those 
who  will  do  so,  will  see  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  great  promise  when  the 
King  shall  say  to  them  on  His  right 
hand: 

"Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for 
you  from  the  foundations  of  the 
earth.'' 

Mission   Primary  Supervisor. 
Sister  Johanna  Fourie, 


IDEAL  OF  HAPPINESS     (C  ontinued   from   page   332) 


No  doubt  you  have  heard  the 
flippant  adage  which  is  in  common 
usage  in  the  business  world  which 
goes  like  this :  "We  will  do  the 
impossible  today,  but  miracles  take 
a  little  longer."  If  you  will  put 
your  hand   in   God's  and  place  His 


cause  first,  you  will  attain  the 
seemingly  impossible,  and  miracles 
will  follow  as  surely  as  day  follows 
night.  In  like  manner  we  can  ex- 
perience the  acme  of  happiness. 
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BRANCH 
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BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Mona  Spears 
Greetings  from  us  all  here  in  Bloemfontein  to  all  the  Saints  everywhere. 
We  are  greatly  blessed  this  past  month  in  having  our  Mission  President 
here  for  Branch  Conference.  On  Sunday  morning  the  Priesthood  were 
privileged  to  hear  from  President  Alldredge  as  he  exhorted  them  to  greater 
efforts.  We  were  sorry  to  see  President  and  Sister  Alldredge  leave  us  and 
we  wish  them  a  pleasant  tour.  We  have  had  two  special  programmes  this 
month,  one  presented  by  the  Relief  Society  and  the  other  by  the  Primary. 
Quite  a  lot  of  our  members  will  be  away  in  December  but  our  meetings 
are  to  be  held  as  usual.  As  there  will  not  be  another  opportunity  before 
Christmas  for  the  members  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  to  wish  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  here  in  the  mission  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy 
New  Year  we  do  so  now.  May  the  Lord's  blessing  be  with  you  all  as  you 
undertake  to  further  your  progression  here. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

I.  Fourie 
As  we  are  to  have  a  chapel  in  the  near  future 
we  are  busy  raising  funds  for  the  great  project. 
We  held  a  cake  sale  in  October  and  realized  £23; 
we  hope  to  raise  more  at  our  next  sale  to  be  held 
on  the  19th  of  November.  We  had  a  very  pleasant 
surprise  when  the  Relief  Society  sisters  of  Gwelo 
donated  £21.  18.  0. — the  proceeds  of  a  cake  sale 
held  there  reeently.  To  these  generous  sisters  we 
say  a  big  "thank  you." 
At  our  fireside  this  month  we  listened  to  the  recording  of  the  taber- 
nacle choir  of  Salt  Lake  City,  which  was  greatly  appreciated  by  all  present. 
Our  grand  old  lady  Sister  Newton  celebrated  her  75th  birthday  on  the 
17th  of  November  and  everyone  wishes  her  a  happy  and  healthy  future! 
December  is  here  and  the  children  are  happy!  Father  Christmas  is  just 
around  the  corner  and  ha  is  very  busy.  He  will  visit  our  Sunday  School 
folks  on  the   10th  of  December  and  what  a  time  he'll  have! 

Our  highlights  for  November  will  be  our  conference  with  President 
Alldredge  and  Sister  Alldredge  when  they  visit  our  friendly  city.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  this  event  and  know  that  it  will  be  a  great  spiritual 
experience  for  us.  We  also  wish  to  send  our  regards,  greetings  and  Christmas 
wishes  to  all  our  readers. 
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DURBAN  BRANCH 

Joyce  Wahlburn 

The  District  Presidency  held  a  fund-raising  effort 
at  the  chapel  on  the  29th  October,  in  the  form  of  a 
Buffet  Supper,  followed  by  some  excellent  skits  put  on 
by  our  talented  missionaries,  and  later  dancing  took 
place.  This  event  was  both  financially  and  socially 
successful. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  made  an  excellent  job  of 

rJF&//IJ       their  special   programme  which   was  presented   on   the 
%Jjj        6th    November.    Those    who    took    part    put    over    their 
I'l         topics  very   well,   and   the  Singing   Mothers   were   most 
I'  pleasing  to  listen  to.  Sister  Schubach  and  Sister  Klug, 

•«■'"  mother  and  daughter  rendered  a  lovely  duet. 

The  6th  of  November  was  indeed  a  memorable  one  for  Margate  and 
particularly  for  the  Saints  who  reside  in  and  around  it  for  a  Branch  was 
formed  there  and  officially  opened.  There  were  28  people  present  at  the 
opening,  and  we  do  congratulate  Brother  Hennie  Pelser  on  his  calling  to 
be  the  first  Branch  President.  We  shall  watch  their  progress  with  keen 
interest  and  pray  for  the  success  of  this  new  undertaking. 

The  M.I.A.  attracted  a  large  number  of  members  and  friends  to  their 
annual  Halloween  Party  on  the  11th  November.  Their  decor  was  most 
ingenious,  and  the  bubbly  "Witches  Brew1'  was  simply  delicious! 

We  have  had  another  two  baptismal  services  here  within  the  last  month, 
and  we  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  our  fold  Brother  Robertson  and 
family,  Sister  Lloyd  and  her  daughter,  June,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Willocks 
and  their  baby  son,  who  was  blessed  on  the  same  day.  Rury  Grantham  of 
the  Margate  Branch  was  also  baptised  on  the  13th  November. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Rita  Corrigan 

Activities  in  the  Branch  for  raising  money  for  a  new  chapel  continue 
apace.  A  cake  sale  was  held  in  town,  and  that  evening  a  Halloween  Party, 
with  a  fancy  dress  parade  for  the  children,  was  held  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Corrigan,  and  brought  in  a  small  sum  of  money. 

Three  of  the  Relief  Society  sisters  combined  their  efforts  and  organised 
a  public  dance,  which  was  held  in  the  Gonubie  Hall  on  the  5th  November. 
Despite  miserable,  wet  weather  and  the  fact  that  Guy  Fawke's  Night  is 
not  the  best  date  for  an  entertainment  of  this  sort,  the  sisters  carried  on 
undaunted,  and  the  rain  held  off  that  evening  so  that  the  bonfire  and  fire- 
works party  planned  for  the  children  prior  to  the  dance,  was  a  great  success, 
and  a  goodly  crowd  of  people  turned  up  for  the  dance.  All  members  who 
could  assist  helped  in  the  preparation — the  hall  was  tastefully  decorated 
with  flowers  and  greens  and  coloured  lights,  and  the  lively  orchestra  made 
the  evening  go  with  a  swing.  There  were  novelty  dances  which  caused 
interest  and  amusement,  and  prizes  were  given  for  the  outstanding  couples. 
The  dance  was  a  social,  as  well  as  a  financial  success. 

Some  of  the  sisters  have  been  working  quietly  on  their  own  making 
articles  for  sale  or  selling  flowers,  etc.  for  funds.  The  priesthood  have 
offered  their  services  for  jobs  to  be  done  in  and  around  the  homes  of 
members  or  friends. 

On  the  31st  October,  a  lovely  daughter  was  born  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Wewege.  After  three  stalwart  sons,  this  little  gift  from  our 
Father  in  Heaven  is  giving  great  joy  to  Brother  and  Sister  Wewege  and 
all  those  concerned. 

A  very  lovely  programme  was  presented  by  the  local  Relief  Society 
siters  on  Sunday  Evening,  13th  November,  the  theme  being:  "Home,  the 
Heart  of  Happiness".  The  sisters  are  indeed  grateful  for  the  priesthood 
and  rejoice  that  they  may  also  share  in  the  work  of  building  God's  King- 
dom here  on  earth  by  making  their  homes  a  little  bit  of  heaven. 
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EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Jean  McGill 

The  Relief  Society  has  been  active 
this  month.  The  annual  bazaar  was  held 
in,  Brakpan  on  October  29,  and  although 
not  as  successful  as  in  past  years,  did 
raise  our  funds  by  some  £56.  0  .0. 

On  October  6,  the  special  programme 
was  arranged  for  Sunday  Night  Meeting 
by  the  Relief  Society.  The  theme  brought 
forth  beautiful  talks  on  the  influence  of 
the  home.  Talks  were  given  by  Sisters 
Martell,  Evans  and  Alexander.  The 
Relief  Society  Singing  Mothers  added  to 
the  programme  with  lovely  renderings 
of  "Love  at  Home"  and  "Home  Sweet 
Home." 

We  were  happy  to  have  with  us  President  and  Sister  Alldredge  for 
our  District  Conference  during  the  weekend— 29th  and  30th  October.  These 
conferences  really  do  refresh  us,  and  we  enjoy  the  opportunity  of  mingling 
with  the  Saints  from  other  Branches. 

The  M.I. A.  activities  for  the  month  included  a  Halloween  Party  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Alexander  and  a  Fireside  Chat,  the  subject 
of  which  was:   "Young  Men  See  Visions." 

It  is  with  joy  that  we  welcome  into  the  Branch  Brother  and  Sister 
Strydom  and  Brother  and  Sister  Jacobs  and  their  family.  These  people  were 
baptised  into  the  Church  on  October  5.  1960. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Rona  Hall  and  her  husband  on  the  birth  of 
their  baby  daughter,  Carol  Essie. 

Our  sympathies  to  Sisters  Judy,  Margaret  and  Anne  Coetzee  on  the 
death  of  their  father.  Mr.  Coetzee  was  involved  in  an  accident  in  Pretoria. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH  REPORT 

Philippa  Powrie 

Hello  Everybody,  greetings  to  you  all. 

As  usual  our  programme  has  been  pretty  full.  Being  an  Active  Branch 
we  generally  have  something  on  the  go  and  with  Christmas  coming  up, 
well 

Last  month  we  only  had  one  baptism,  Sister  Bessie  Theron  of  Florida, 
but  this  month  we  did  a  bit  better  with  four:  Sister  Molly  Grobler  of 
Florida,  and  Brother  Anthony  and  Sister  Hendrika  Theron  and  Sister 
Hermina  du  Plessis  of  Randfontein. 

We  also  had  two  Blessings:  Dalene  Palmer  and  Marc  Spriestersbach 
(son  of  Alman  Shroeder  Spriestersbach)  of  Krugersdorp.  Just  think  of  the 
wonderful  Branch  and  M.I. A.  we  are  going  to  have  in.  a  few  years*  time 
when  all  our  children  get  a  bit  older! 

A  Relief  Society  Cake  Sale  on  15th  October  raised  about  £11.  10. 

We  had  a  Christmas  Tree  Fund  Party  at  the  Cherretfs  on  the  8th 
October  which  was  extra  fun  because  they  have  a  swimming  bath  and  a 
table  tennis  summer  house  and  because  one  of  our  very  dear  people.  Brother 
Sailor  Coetzee.  dressed  up  as  a  clown,  crowned  his  hilarious  antics  by 
landing,  fully  dressed  in  the  pool.  Needless  to  say.  we  all  hoped  very  much 
that  he  would  repeat  the  performance  at  a  second  party  to  be  held  on  the 
12th  November  but  this  had  to  be  cancelled  because  of  the  much  needed 
rain  we  had.  (For  five  days!)  We  have  so  many  children  in  our  Branch 
that  the  £13  raised  is  not  enough! 

The  first  party  was  well  attended  by  the  Carltonville  members  whose 
children  will  also  benefit  at  the  Christmas  Tree  Party. 

We  lost  a  very  nice  family  to  Bloemfontein,  but  we  all  hope 
Brother  and  Sister  Scott  and  Family  will  be  happy  in  their  new  Home 
Branch. 
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The  Branch  must  have  some  very  special  blessings  in  store  because 
almost  every  active  family  has  been  touched  by  loss  of  life,  sickness, 
accident  or  theft.  We  pray  that  this  period  of  trial  may  soon  be  behiruJ 
us  and  we  may  come  out  into  the  sunshine  beyond. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Hilda  Nickisson 

A  Conference  Meeting  was  held  at  Kitwe  on 
Wednesday,  November  16th,  presiding  was 
President  Allderdge.  It  was  a  wonderful  meeting 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  present  throughout 
the  entire  meeting.  These  moments  of  spiritual 
uplift  are  so  rare  that  when  they  do  occur  we  wish 
they  could  continue  forever.  We  all  were  pleased 
to  meet  President  Alldredge  and  thrilled  to  hear 
him.  But  were  bitterly  disappointed  at  his  short 
stay  with  us.  We  hope  that  Sister  Alldredge  will 
accompany  him  next  time.  We  send  the  seasons 
greetings  to  the  other  branches  of  the  mission 
and  hope  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  with  His  spirit  in  the  coming  year. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Beatrice  Smith 

The  M.I. A.  celebrated  Halloween  early 
this  year  on  the  25th  of  October.  All  members 
and  friends  were  invited  to  an  evening  of  fun 
and  games.  It  certainly  was  a  merry  occasion, 
and  we  thank  the  Mutual  for  a  pleasant  time. 
We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
family  of  Sister  Johanna  Smith  who  died  in 
England  on  the  4th  of  November.  We  pray  they 
will  be  comforted  in  their  sorrow.  Sadly  we 
have  bade  farewell  to  the  personnel  of  the 
Mission  Office  who  have  been  transferred  to 
the  Transvaal.  We  hope  the  members  in 
Johannesburg  will  feel  the  same  affection  for  them  that  we  have  here  in 
the  Cape. 

The  Relief  Society  Bazaar  was  held  this  month  and  it  was  a  great 
success.  The  decorations  were  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  and  the  people 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  We  were  successful  from  a  financial  stand 
point  too  as  £350  were  raised,  and  we  thank  everyone  who  helped  us  in 
this  endeavour.  Godspeed  and  good  luck  to  Brother  John  Scheltema  in  his 
transfer  to  Pretoria.  May  he  achieve  success  in  the  Capital.  Members  of 
the  M.I. A.  had  an  outing  to  the  Hofmeyer  Theatre  on  the  15th  of 
November.  The  play  was:  "The  Best  Man".  We  thank  Brother  Clive  Nichols 
for  arranging  this  outing.  May  you  all  have  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year  is  the  wish  of  the  Mowbray  Branch. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

M.  McHugh 
Halloween  was  celebrated  with  the  usual  pomp  and  ceremony  and 
everyone  was  at  their  wits  end  going  through  ths  spook  alley,  and  calmed 
their  nerves  afterwards  by  having  refreshments.  We  are  now  going  all  out 
to  start  our  building  fund.  This  will  be  for  the  new  hall  we  are  to  build. 
The  members  have  seen  the  plans  and  are  now  anxious  to  see  the  hall 
in  the  grounds.  "Any  donations  anybody?"  The  Dollar  boys  passed  through 
on  their  holiday  trip  and  we  were  happy  to  see  them  and  meet  with  them 
at  Sunday  School.  We  send  our  Christmas  and  New  Years  greetings  to  all 
members  and  missionaries  everywhere.  Especially  to  our  own  missionary 
in  the  field.  Sister  Mavis  Sheckle. 

December,  1960      CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  347 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Martha  Lion  Cachet 

District  Conference  was  held  on  the  30th  October,  and  the  whole 
Pretoria  Branch  decided  to  hire  a  bus  for  the  day  and  attend  Conference  in 
Johannesburg.  It  proved  to  be  a  huge  success,  and  far  more  economical 
as  each  person  only  had  to  pay  5  shillings  return  ticket. 

A  social  was  also  held  by  the  District  Presidency  on  the  28th  October 
for  all  officers  in  the  Transvaal  in  order  to  meet  President  and  Sister  All- 
dredge.  A  delightful  dinner  was  served  after  which  we  heard  from  both 
President  and  Sister  Alldredge,  and  then  a  musical  programme  was 
presented. 

Conference  was  also  enjoyed  by  all,  especially  the  new  members  as 
they  had  no  idea  what  it  would  be  like.  The  programme  for  the  day  was 
well  planned,  and  the  talks  were  most  inspiring. 

A  Building  Fund  Fete  was  held  on,  the  12th  November,  and  a  sum 
of  £95.  0  .  0.  was  made  which  we  consider  to  be  good  as  we  had  no  outside 
support.  A  lot  of  hard  work  went  into  the  making  of  it  and  we  would  like 
to  thank  those  who  worked  so  hard  to  make  it  such  a  success. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Brother  John  Scheltema  from  Cape  Town.  We 
all  know  him  well  as  he  laboured  here  for  over  a  year  as  a  missionary 
not  so  long  ago,  and  we  grew  to  love  him.  We  do  hope  that  his  stay  here 
will  always  be  pleasant. 

The  District  Presidency  visited  us  on  Sunday  the  20th  November,  with 
President  Powrie,  Brother  and  Sister  Balmer  and  Brother  Andre  Naude  all 
in  attendance.  Some  wonderful  talks  were  given,  and  we  enjoyed  it  very 
much  having  them  here  with  us.  Brother  Faber  was  also  with  us  for  which 
we  were  especially  happy,  as  we  see  him  so  seldom  in  the  Branch. 

The  Relief  Society  has  gone  into  recess  for  December  with  a  closing 
social  held  on  the  29th  November  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  van 
Staden,  and  at  the  same  time  all  the  pollyannas  were  made  known.  This 
came  as  a  surprise  to  many  of  the  sisters  as  they  had  been  in  suspense 
all  year  long  to  know  who  their  particular  Pollyanna  was. 

A  cake  sale  was  held  on  Saturday,  26th  November,  in  aid  of  the  Sunday 
School,  and  this  proved  to  be  a  success.  We  thank  all  sisters  who  so  freely 
gave  of  their  time  and  energy  to  help  with  this. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Miriam  Nicholls 

We  had  a  wonderful  conference  this  year  and 
were  happy  to  have  President  and  Sister  Alldredge 
with  us  to  preside.  President  Chater  and  Sister 
Barbara  Brown  were  married  this  month  on  the 
4th  of  November.  It  was  a  lovely  wedding  and  we 
wish  them  a  wonderful  life  together.  We  are  still 
holding  film  shows  to  collect  money  to  put  a 
missionary  in  the  field.  This  month's  show  was 
called:  "Wings  of  Eagles".  It  was  enjoyed  by  all 
who  saw  it,  but  we  would  like  to  see  lots  more 
folks  support  it  by  attending  each  month.  The 
Relief  Society  took  over  the  service  on  the  6th 
of  November  and  the  singing  mothers  were  a  pleasure  to  hear.  It  was  all 
together  a  very  pleasant  service.  Our  Relief  Society  held  a  sale  of  work 
on  the  12th.  Light  lunches  were  served  but  because  of  rain  many  folks 
didn't  attend.  Our  M.I. A.  folks  are  practising  for  the  drama  festival  to  be 
held  in  December. 

We  are  welcoming  new  members  and  Ramah  is  becoming  a  large  and 
wonderful  branch  of  the  Church. 

We  send  greetings  to  all  the  other  branches  of  the  South  African 
Mission. 
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SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Jean  Schonnberg 
Brother  George  Fisher  was  appointed  1st  Councillor  in  the  Branch 
Presidency  and  Brother  Noel  Storey  was  appointed  2nd  Councillor.  A  spceial 
programme  was  held  this  month  by  the  Relief  Society.  The  theme  was: 
"Home  is  the  Heart  of  Happiness*".  The  Sing  lg  Mothers  participated  in 
the  programme  and  it  was  a  lovely  meeting.  Sister  Wood  from  Gwelo 
visited  us  and  we  were  happy  to  see  her.  Elder  Cox  and  Elder  Warren  who 
were  on  their  way  to  Kitwe  stopped  in  to  see  us  and  attend  Sunday  Services. 
During  the  afternoon  we  all  attended  the  baptismal  service  at  which  Sister 
Bessie  Potgieter  became  a  member  of  the  only  true  Church  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  on  the  earth.  We  pray  that  Bessie  will  ever  remember  her  covenants 
to  her  Heavenly  Father  and  grow  in  her  knowledge  of  the  Gospel.  It  will 
be  a  great  joy  to  her.  A  general  meeting  was  held  by  the  Branch  Building 
Fund  Committee.  The  committee  put  forth  the  various  ideas  for  raising 
money  for  our  new  Chapel.  We  believe  this  is  a  choice  project  and  every- 
one plans  to  work  wholeheartedly  towards  the  goal.  A  fireworks  display 
was  held  at  the  home  of  the  Trotters  and  the  sum  of  £6.  16.  8.  was  raised 
to  swell  the  building  funds.  And  a  further  donation  of  £5.  4.  8.  was  received 
at  this  time.  We  send  loving  greetings  to  everyone  in  the  mission  aad  hope 
that  they  have  a  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

Branch  President  D.  Hulbert  delivered  a  most  enlightening  discourse  on 
"War  Among  Nations"  on  the  23rd  of  October,  emphasizing  the  devastating 
consequences  of  both  the  conqueror  and  the  conquered.  This  was  the  last 
address  by  Elder  Olson  as  well;  he  was  our  guest  speaker  at  this  time.  We 
want  to  take  the  opportunity  to  bid  this  good  Elder,  Godspeed  on  his 
journey  back  to  America.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  we  had  a  very 
encouraging  sprinkling  of  investigators. 

The  M.I. A.  Halloween  party  under  the  direction  of  Brother  Ken 
Armstrong  took  place  on  the  27th  of  October  and  proved  to  be  a  very 
successful  social  evening.  All  meetings  of  the  Springs  Branch  were  cancelled 
on  the  30th  of  October  to  allow  the  Saints  an  opportunity  to  attend  the 
District  Conference  which  took  place  at  Ramah.  Recently  we  had  a  few 
broken  window  panes  through  vandalism,  but  at  the  moment  it  seems  to  be 
abated. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  our  midst  Brothers  Kenneth  C.  Jubber 
and  Michael  J.  Cadman  who  were  recently  baptised  and  confirmed  members 
of  the  Church.  We  wish  these  good  young  men  every  joy  in  their  new 
found  convictions  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord. 

On  the  13th  of  November  the  Relief  Society  took  charge  and  presented 
the  evening  service;  it  was  a  well  planned  programme  with  the  theme  taken, 
from  Proverbs  31:26-28.  The  theme  was  "Home  is  the  Heart  of  Happiness." 
The  speakers  were  Sister  M.  Hutton,  M.  Futter  and  Sister  H.  MacMillian. 
The  subject  of  the  talks  was  the  mothers  rightful  place  in  the  home.  These 
sisters  are  all  excellent  examples  of  what  a  Latter-day  Saint  mother  is 
really  capable  of  doing. 

The  primary  continues  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  very  young  children 
of  the  branch  and  is  a  source  of  inspiration  to  our  mothers.  The  Branch 
Presidency  wishes  to  thank  all  of  those  Brethren  who  so  unstintingly  gave  of 
their  time  to  help  maintain  the  grounds  around  the  Chapel. 
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MEET  MISS  LUSAKA   I960 


Meet  Miss  Lusaka  for  1960!  She  is  Gail  Phillips 
an  18  year  old  nurse.  Gail  is  very  active  in  her  branch 
and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church.  Since  there 
are  only  four  members  of  the  Church  in  Lusaka  a 
good  part  of  the  Church  duties  fall  on  Gail  and  h?r 
parents.  Gail  was  born  in  Springs,  Transvaal  and  has 
lived  in  Rhodesia  for  quite  some  time.  She  is  a  nurse 
at  the  Lusaka  Hospital  and  enjoys  her  work  very 
much.  She  has  worked  there  for  2  years.  Good  Luck 
in  your  future  life  Gail.  May  the  Lord  always  bless 
you. 
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T^ROM  the  period  of  its  begin- 
-*-  ning,  Bethlehem  had  been  the 
home  of  people  engaged  mostly  in 
pastoral  and  agricultural  pursuits. 
It  is  quite  in  line  with  what  is 
known  of  the  town  and  its  environs 
to  find  at  the  season  of  Messiah's 
birth,  which  was  in  the  spring  time 
of  the  year,  that  flocks  were  in  the 
field  both  day  and  night  under  the 
watchful  care  of  their  keepers.  Unto 
certain  of  these  humble  shepherds 
came  the  first  proclamation  that 
the  Saviour  had  been  born.  Thus 
runs  the  simple  record:  "And,  there 
were  in  the  same  country  shepherds 
abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch 
over  their  flock  by  night.  And,  lo, 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
shone  round  about  them:  and  they 
were  sore  afraid.  And  the  angel 
said  unto  them,  Fear  not:  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour, 
who  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this 
shall  be  a  sign  unto  you:  Ye  shall 
find  the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  lying  in  a  manger.  And 
suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel 
a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host 
praising  God,  and  saying,  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  toward  men." 


PEACE 

ON 

EARTH 


Tidings  of  such  import  had  never 
before  been  delivered  by  an  angel 
or  received  by  man-good  tidings  of 
great  joy  given  to  but  few  and 
those  among  the  humblest  of  earth, 
but  destined  to  spread  to  all  people. 
There  is  sublime  grandeur  in  the 
scene,  as  there  is  divine  authorship 
in  the  message,  and  the  climax  is 
such  as  the  mind  of  man  could 
never  have  conceived — the  sudden 
appearance  of  a  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  host,  singing  audibly  to 
human  ears  the  briefest,  most  con- 
sistent and  most  truly  complete  of 
all  the  songs  of  peace  ever  atuned 
by  mortal  or  spirit  choir.  What  a 
consummation  to  be  wished — Peace 
on  earth !  But  how  can  such  come 
except  through  the  maintenance  of 
goodwill  toward  men?  And  through 
the  maintenance  of  goodwill  toward 
men?  And  through  what  means 
could  glory  to  God  in  the  highest 
be  more  effectively  rendered? 

The  trustful  and  unsophisticated 
keepers  of  sheep  had  not  asked  for 
a  sign  or  confirmation;  their  faith 
was  in  unison  with  the  heavenly 
communication :  Nevertheless,  the 
angel  had  given  them  what  he 
called  a  sign,  to  guide  them  in  their 
search.  They  waited  not  but  went 
in  haste,  for  in  their  hearts  they 
believed,  yea,  more  than  believed, 
they  knew,  and  this  was  the  tenor 
of  their  resolve :  "'Let  us  now  go 
even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this 
thing  which  is  come  to  pass,  which 
the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto 
us."  They  found  the  Babe  in  the 
manger,  with  the  mother  and  Joseph 
near  by  and,  having  seen,  they  went 
out  and  testified  to  the  truth  con- 
cerning the  Child.  Thev  returned 
to  their  flocks,  glorifying  and 
praising  God  for  all  they  had 
heard  and  seen. 

James  E.  Talmage. 
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